THE   INTENT   OF   THE   CRITIC

Othello, Antony and Cleopatra, The Winter's

Tale.

The critic may go further. Parallels or varying shades
of meaning in the works of contemporaries or of artists
of like tempers may make more precise the thought
expressed in the poem. Shakespeare uses the word
"true" in this poem (as, indeed, he uses it elsewhere)
more to suggest eternal loyalty inspired by love than
to suggest the veritas of the philosophers. A critic, and
a reader, might find that the following note made the
poem more significant:

6. Truth; Compare John Donne's "The
Dreame," the entire poem, but especially in the
first stanza the lines:

"Thou art so truth, that thoughts of thee

suffice

To make dreames truths; and fables his-
tories/'

Such notes as these could be expanded into a con-
nected essay. Many modern critical writings actually
fall into this form. All of the ideas specified may be
related by logic, by discursive reasoning. Any part of
the poem may be enriched and clarified by comparisons
with ideas contained elsewhere within the single poem,
or by parallels in other works by Shakespeare himself,
or by ideas in the works of his contemporaries, predeces-
sors, and followers. The contents of at least the first